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OKAYAMA PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA

Since opened in 1991, Okayama Symphony Hall has gained a high
reputation with both home and overseas artists for its wonderful acoustics.
The Okayama Philharmonic Orchestra was founded in 1992 upon the
occasion of the Hall's opening with the support of the Japanese Agency
for Cultural Affairs. It was the first professional Orchestra in Okayama
composed of excellent performers mainly from Okayama itself.

The Orchestra has played a central role in the promotion of musical
art in the region. For example, it has held regular concerts with world-
renowned conductors and soloists, and has also carried out training for
young musicians. The provision of musical experiences in early childhood
and an emotional education for youth have also been important parts of
its projects. Including joint performances with local groups, the Orchestra
gives more than 100 performances a year in total.

Hansjéorg SCHELLENBERGER was appointed as Principal Conductor
of the Okayama Philharmonic Orchestra in 2013. He made his name
as Principal Oboist in the golden age of the Berlin Philharmonic led by
Herbert von KARAJAN. The Okayama Philharmonic Orchestra has been
steadily advancing over recent years.

Since April 2022, Mr. SCHELLENBERGER became an honorary conductor,
and Mr. AKIYAMA Kazuyoshi became a Music Adviser (now honorary
music advisor), and further evolution is expected.



